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College Founder/CEO 
Dr Narendra Nand 
 

 
Principal’s Message 
 
Term II academic work is almost to be completed 
with assessments being followed up for 
completion soon. It has been a very busy term 
with students’ tasks, development work and the 
bushfoods conference held at ATAC between 27-
28 May 2023.  
Students have been fully engaged in class work 
and focused on their careers. Some have started 
going to TAFE, work experience and to jobs. At 
ATAC we work closely with our students to 
prepare them to refocus on academic work and to 
choose realistic pathways toward their dream 
career. Supported in small classes with individual 
attention, they complete their assessments and 
tasks to meet the requirements. Despite 
challenges, most students become successful by 
completing small tasks day by day.  
 
Our unique pathway enables students to their 
complete Year 12 QCE, Certificate II Work for Skills 
& Vocational Pathways (FSK20119), Certificate II in 
Workplace Skills (BSB20120) and a Certificate II or 
III in a trade from TAFE or another RTO.  Students 
gain four certificates and get into the workforce as 
soon as they complete year 12. ATAC assists 
students with work experience or apprenticeship 
that meets their abilities via flexible pathways. 
ATAC is proud to provide such a great opportunity.  
 

 
 
Infrastructure Development Plans  
 
After all the hard work and the generosity of our 
directors, we have almost completed our multi-
purpose shed. As expected, it was fully ready to 
host the first Australian Bushfoods Conference 
and/or the 8th Queensland Bushfoods Conference 
at the end of May. Despite setback from rain, 
earth earthworks, electrical, sewerage and 
plumbing works were completed, in the last few 
days to the conference. The shed will provide open 
learning spaces, amenities, and a commercial 
kitchen. The multipurpose building will also 
provide an opportunity to host some Council 
approved public functions and the future training 
needs of our community.   
 
Bushfoods Conference May 27-28th 2023 
 
After planning for last three years, the first 
“Australian Bushfoods Conference” incorporating 
(8th Queensland Bushfoods Conference was 
successfully held at ATAC at the end of last month. 
The two-day national conference was held 
between 27th and 28th May 2023 after the last 
conference in September 2019. The conference 
was jointly hosted by Queensland Bushfoods 
Association (QBA), the Australian Institute of 
Horticulture (AIH) and ATAC. It was sponsored by 
a grant from Logan City Council, by Fernand 
Nurseries, Elders Realty Shailer Park and Mark 
Tucek from “Tucker Bush” in Western Australia. 
The new outdoor chairs and tables were donated 
to ATAC by Mr. Ravin & Mrs. Radhika Singh from 
Sydney. Thank you very much for the much-
needed support. Thank you to all sponsors and 
participants who travelled from across the nation. 
The Board Chair, Ms. Irene Bayldon, Prof. Rod 
Drew, and Dr. Narendra Nand worked tirelessly for 
the completion of the shed and the organization 
of the conference. ATAC is working closely with 
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AIH president Mr. Alan Burnell and past president 
Mr. Michael Casey, QBA and several Indigenous 
partners to provide further information and 
networking to support the rapidly growing 
industry. We acknowledge the participation and 
major contribution provided by various 
Indigenous communities supporting this this 
conference. Thank you all.  
 
ATAC TRIPOD MODEL   
 
The TRIPOD model at ATAC promotes goodwill, 
understanding, tolerance, resilience, and 
acceptance via working in a small and friendly 
environment. Close partnerships between 
parents/ guardians, students, and the staff assist 
us in achieving early careers. By nurturing little 
successes in learning skills and training, students 
engage in supporting each other to build self-
confidence and self-esteem. ATAC provides an 
informal and relaxed acceptable environment 
conducive to individual growth and development. 
Honesty, hard work, responsibility, resilience, and 
respect are a priority and ATAC.  
 
Community Engagement  
 
ATAC contacts parents/ guardians via emails, 
phone calls and messages. Our well-wishers, 
parents/guardians, and local businesses are 
regularly provided with information about ATAC 
activities by monthly newsletters, social media, 
ATAC website and the media. We welcome 
individuals and organizations to join the ATAC 
committee to support young people in achieving 
their life goals.  
 
North Maclean Community Gardens (NMCG) had 
members are working slowly around the weather 
to keep their vegetables growing. The gardens 
with irrigation systems are also available to 
members of the public to grow their own 
vegetable crops. You can contact the college for 
the easy terms and conditions to enable you to do 
some hobby gardening and learn some 
horticultural tips.  
 
 

Parent/ Guardian Engagement   
 
ATAC works closely with businesses, training 
organizations and parents or guardians in 
empowering students with job-ready skills and 
knowledge. We try to provide hands-on and 
practical work for engagement. Work skills has 
become increasingly important in building positive 
attitude and perseverance. Work experience helps 
in building personal skills and enhances academic 
achievements. ATAC assists to facilitate skills 
training for our students with opportunities 
provided by businesses or self-employed tardies 
and parents/guardians. With relevant skills and 
white cards, the employability of our students 
increases.  
 
We greatly appreciate the effort of the parents 
who have assisted us in finding work experience 
and/or apprenticeships for our students. We 
thank all businesses who provide any opportunity 
to our students. All students are supported 
towards completion of QCE, entry into the 
workforce by year 11 or 12 and into workforce 
before or just after leaving school. Thanks to all 
our supporters.  
 

Gary Suthers 
English, Humanities, Science and Agricultural Science 
Teacher 

Week 8 in term two is upon us as students are well 
into assessment pieces. The year ten students are 
writing about which film conveys Shakespeare’s 
tragedy of Romeo and Juliet the best, either 
Gnomeo and Juliet or Baz Lurhman’s Romeo 
+Juliet. Students in year eleven are advising a 
travel client by creating a holiday itinerary on a 
holiday in Southeast Asia. 

For mathematics the year ten students are 
revisiting algebra and applying it to the workplace. 
The senior students in year eleven have looking at 
data and displaying data in graphs. Their task is to 
compare fast food menu items with healthier 
options and display information about fat, salt, 
sugar and calories. Agricultural Studies is all about 
fish this term, from fish anatomy to caring and 
raising fish for food. 
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For Science we have been learning the table of 
elements, chemical reactions and why the atom is 
the basic building block of all matter. History, it is 
all about change as we study the early change-
makers for rights and freedoms in Australia for 
aboriginal people from the 1930’s peaceful 
protests to the Marbo decision on land rights in 
the 1990’s. 

Working with our students is a very rewarding 
experience for me and seeing them all grow in 
confidence and in skills and knowledge is a great 
privilege. Over their time here at ATAC, I hope that 
you will see your young persons grow more 
confident and happier as they gain new skills and 
learn in other ways. 

Radhika Behal 
Business Development Manager/Admin Officer  

  

Enrollments- Our flexible arrangements allow new 
enrollments at any time for years 10 & 11 and our 
teachers will be able to assess the skills and 
provide an individualised program. Young people 
in the workforce who wish to complete QCE while 
still at work can contact us for any flexible learning 
program. Please view our website for further 
information.   
This is fantastic to see the potential for the future 
of ATAC students here. With the endless 
possibilities for their futures, flexible learning 
opportunities that would encourage building 
employability skills through work placements. If 
you have any questions, please don't hesitate to 
contact me at rbehal@atac.qld.edu.au.   

 

 

 

 
Mr. Bhagwanji Bhindi 
Retired Linguistics Lecturer (Sydney) 

A Step Closer 

Every step forward, Is a step closer to the destination 

Every small thought, Is a step closer 

Every small decision, Is a step closer 

Every small effort, Is a step closer 

Every small victory, Is a step closer 

Every lesson learnt, Is a step closer 

Every distraction avoided, Is a step closer 

Every obstacle overcome, Is a step closer 

Every failure encountered, Is a step closer 

Every suffering endured, Is a step closer 

Every moment of reflection, Is a step closer 

Every fault rectified, Is a step closer 

Every adjustment made, Is a step closer 

Every fear conquered, Is a step closer 

Every completed work, Is a step closer 

Every goal accomplished, Is a step closer 

Every positive thought, Is a step closer 

Every compassion and humility. 

Is a step to closer to humanity,  

A step forward, Is a step closer to destination 

Every step forward, Is a step closer to destination. 
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First National Bushfood Conference at ATAC 
(8th Queensland Bushfoods Conference at ATAC) 
 

  
The Deputy Mayor of Logan, Cr Laurie Koranski welcomed all 
speakers, participants, and supporters. She was pleased to have 
been invited to ATAC to open the Fisrt Australian Bushfoods 
Conference. ATAC had been honored to have the first Councilor to 
attend a function in the new Multipurpose Hall.  LCC provided 
$5000.00 grant towards the Conference. ATAC thanks Clare Fraser 
and Robyn Rae, the Manager of LOED for working closely with ATAC 

for the grant.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Deputy Mayor, Cr. Laurie Koranski (R) with Clare Fraser from 
Logan City Council who sponsored the Conference. Thank you Clare 

and Cr. Koranski for accepting our invitation.  
 

 
Ms. Paula Nihot did the First Nations “Acknowledgement to 
Country.” And presented on “Indigenous Plants, Ecological 
knowledge, story, and language. Paula supports Bushtucker 
education and Yugembah Youth Aboriginal Corporation activities. 
Paula ha salso presented in pat Queensland Bushfoods 
Conferences.  
 

 
(L-R) Mr. Alan Burnell (president of AIH), Dr. Narendra Nand 
CEO/Founder of ATAC, and Sheryl Backhouse (Secretary of QBA). 
The three organisations jointly hosted the conference 2023.  
 

BUSHFOOD CONFERENCE 27th and 28th MAY 2023 
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Brenden Moore, the First Nations Community Greening Officer at 
the Royal Botanic Gradens in Sydney doing his pre3sentation at the 

conference at ATAC.  
 
 
 
 

 
Brenden and Clarence explaining the message in the artwork to the 
participant st the dinner night. Everyone enjoyed the digeridoo and 
the great dinner.  

 

 
Members of the panel discussion after day one proceedings at the 
conference.  

 

 
An Aboriginal Art made from Indigenous plants was gifted to ATAC 
and received by the chairperson, Ms. Irene Bayldon.  

 
 

 
Brenden Moore teaching the art of arrangement. Brenden from 
Sydney Botanic Gardens teaming up to support the best Bushfoods 
Conference.   

 

 
Allan Burnell the president of AIH, Michael Casey immediate past 
president of AIH, Dr Narendra Nand (ATAC), Clarence Slokee and 
Brenden Moore (with digeridoo) from Sydney Botanic Gardens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                            ATAC Newsletter May 2023 

 

 

 

   6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Well-Wishers supporting ATAC and our students. 

They can be contacted via their websites. 
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ATAC Bushfood Program Part -1 
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ATAC Bushfood Program Part- 2
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ENROL for 2023 

Unique adjustable & supported programs  
Build Skills for Jobs and/or Apprenticeships.  

 

Complete your:  
QCE (Yr. 12),  

Cert. II in Skills for Work & Vocational Pathways  
(FSK20119)  

Cert. II in Workplace Skills (BSB20120)  
ATAC RTO #45556 

 
Cert. II in a Trade of your choice  

(TAFE and other RTOs) 
 

BSB40520 Cert IV in Leadership and Management 
BSB50420 Diploma in Leadership and 

Management 

BSB50120 Diploma in Business 
ATAC RTO #45556 

Contact us: 

07 5547 8598 or 0432 036 537       

     E: enrolment@atac.qld.edu.au 
 

mailto:enrolment@atac.qld.edu.au

