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Student projects
The rains caused some setbacks to the Bali Hut
project, but we hope to start on it soon. The Bali
hut will provide a chilling-out space. The transfer
of the aquaponics set up has started. It will be
established in the old shed. Students are very
excited to do some hands-on activities in
construction, mechanical and the nursery with
machinery and tools provided by CGBF grants.

College Founder/CEO
Dr Narendra Nand

Principal’s Message
Term III has started with lots
to accomplish. Community engagement and
partnership building with many parents,
businesses and well-wishers is a priority to support
our students’ success. With investments in IT,
student projects and infrastructure development,
we anticipate good engagement and activities to
enhance learning. New trainees have been
employed for capacity building and human
resources development. We look forward to
expediting our projects and RTO courses. ATAC is
very humbled by the visits and enquiries from
other schools and RTOs about our unique model.
It is great to see several of our students graduate
and build a career by joining ATAC.

Community engagement
North Maclean Community Garden (NMCG)
members have started working on their vegetable
gardens which provide them a source of income
and build a goodwill for our college. Space is
provided at no cost to support struggling families
to complement their income. We hope our
trainees will be able to assist their members with
some basic knowledge and skills in Horticulture to
support the community. Daniel Cole, our new
Board member will be of great help to ATAC in
supporting our nursery production and Bushfoods
projects. ATAC acknowledges the contribution
provided by some Businesses to providing work
experience and apprenticeships to our students.

ATAC Academic Plans
With two trainee staff, we hope to finish FSK Cert
II soon and start work on other RTO programs we
wish to offer. New staff will be completing Cert III
Horticulture and Cert. IV in Business and
Leadership & Management to provide additional
support to our team. New Cert. II in Workplace
Skills would be offered upon approval.

Infrastructure Development Plans
We are still waiting for the final plumbing
approvals and re-scheduling the preparation of
the concrete pad for our new shed. Earthworks
will begin as soon as we have received all
approvals from the Council.

“Early career, early income and early dreams”
underpin our pathways for completion of
education and training. Students achieve
Certificate II at ATAC, TAFE courses, and Year 12
(QCE) qualifications. Training in Cert. II FSK, Cert.
IV and Diploma in Leadership & Management, and
Diploma in Business is available to all ages for
enrolment at any time.

The National Bushfoods Conference has now been
postponed to May 2023 due to unforeseen
circumstances. Our shed will be fully ready by then
to host the Conference at ATAC in partnership
with Australian Institute of Horticulture (AIH) and
Queensland Bushfoods Association (QBA).
Regular meetings are being held with the
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president of AIH, Mr. Michael Casey, QBA
secretary, Sheryl Backhouse, Irene Bayldon (ATAC
Board Chair), Emeritus Professor Rod Drew (ExChair of ISHS & ATAC) and Dr Narendra Nand.
Brochures are planned to be sent out soon.

about the economics of leaving home, running a
vehicle, budgeting and how to research the right
bank loan for buying a property.
The Year 10 students are finishing their TAFE Trade
Taster program with students going one day a
week to Acacia Ridge TAFE, and many of them
gaining their White Card training so that they can
work safely in the construction industry. The
senior students in Year 12 have almost finished
their Future Skills and Business Certificate courses
and are working on other Certificate level courses
to gain points for their Senior Certificate.

Covid-19 – Safety & Precaution
Though the use of masks is not mandatory,
students and staff are taking necessary
precautions to prevent the spread of Covid at the
college. Students are taking RAT tests and isolating
if known to be positive. Thanks to all
parents/guardians for supporting the Covid-safe
plans. Thanks to the government for the kits.

Changes have been happening at ATAC, with the
old shed being remodelled for the Aquaponics.
The poultry coop will be moving, and a new
enclosure being built to house our growing poultry
stock of new ducks and chickens. A general cleanup has gathered lots of metal junk for recycling
and general junk for the skip bin.

Parent Meetings
Parents are invited to contact us to discuss the
Semester I report, performance, engagement, and
career pathways for their child. It is very
heartening to note that students are going to
TAFE, apprenticeship training and/or job
experience. Students are constantly reminded to
develop their personal and work skills and make
good choices so that they could be recommended
and supported for job experiences. The ATAC
Board greatly appreciates the initiative by some
parents in assisting us to find potential employers
to provide an opportunity for job experience
and/or traineeship.

Working with our student is a very rewarding
experience for me and seeing them all grow in
confidence and in skills and knowledge is a great
privilege. Over their time here at ATAC, I hope that
you will see your young person grow more
confident and happier as they gain new skills and
learn in other ways. Thank you to all parents and
guardians, for your continued support of your
child’s learning here at ATAC.

Gary Suthers
English, Humanities and Agricultural Science Teacher

Radhika Behal
MBA & MSc + TAE 40116
Business Development Manager
I would like to thank some students who regularly
assist me with cleaning bins and feeding chooks,
and ducks. Thank you very much.
Applications for TAFE intake for 2023 has been
lodged and TAFE will contact the parents directly.
Please let us know of any confirmations. Our
alternative pathways with customized plan for
each student is successful as they are progressing
in their career and working towards QCE
completion. The First Aid course will be offered by
CSTC later this term. Great help from Wanshika
and Ramesh who also assist Dr. Nand and me in
administrative, financial and infrastructure
projects.

Thank you for the opportunity to teach your child
at ATAC. A busy first three weeks of the term is
behind us already. The Year 10 students have
almost finished reading their novel “Two Wolves”
by Tristan Banks who is an award-winning
Australian author and has written an exciting, high
stakes novel about a thirteen-year-old boy who
has to choose between his shady family and doing
the right thing. Maths is about percentages,
fractions, and decimals, and how to calculate
wages, holiday pay and shift allowances. The
history of immigrants and refugees coming into
Australia is the focus of History and how the war
in Vietnam changed our immigration policy and
our culture. The Year 12 students are looking at
Australian popular culture and how it is found in
our everyday life. In Maths they are finding out
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Profile of Emeritus Professor Rod Drew
(Patron of ATAC)
Emeritus Prof. Rod Drew was the founding chairman of
ATAC in 2015. He worked closely with Dr Nand, Wanshika
Rai and Dr Ian Cock to establish the College and continues to
provide his knowledge and expertise to ATAC. Prof Drew

Born To

graduated from Deakin University and joined DPI at

Everyone is born for a purpose
Many are born for a special purpose

Redlands, before joining Griffith University. He holds a
Doctor of Science in Horticulture from University of

Some are born to perform and endure
Some are born to serve and suffer

Queensland. He was Dr. Nand’s PhD supervisor since . They
have since worked together as colleagues and organised 7

Some are born to impart knowledge
Some are born to inspire and motivate

Bushfoods conferences. He has served as the Chairman of the
Australian Society for Horticulture and the International

Some are born to build and develop a nation
Some are born to harm and destroy

Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS). He has also served

Some are born to greatness and excellence
Some are born to fight and survive

as chair for many International Horticultural Conferences

Some are born to serve humanity
Some are born to wound humanity

(2002), Brisbane (2014) and in Turkey (2018). He has also

Some are born to solve problems
Some are born to cause problems

Biotechnology and Horticultural publications, and is the most

including the Horticultural Conferences held in Cairns

been the editor of several publications, has numerous

well-known international scientist on papaya research. He is

Some are born to see solutions to problems
Some are born to see problems to solutions

a very strong advocate of alleviation of “hidden” hunger
(malnutrition) and increasing food security using protected

Some are born to live and succeed
Some are born to lose and die

high-tech facilities with low cost and efficient technologies
for food production. His support for the Australian papaya

The Lord has created beings for multifarious
purposes
One has to discover the purpose for which one is
born

industry and to ATAC is invaluable.

Everyone is born for a purpose, a special purpose
What is your purpose?
by Mr. Bhagwanji Bhindi
Retired Linguistics Lecturer (Sydney)

Professor Rod Drew with rare native orchids in Tissue
Culture at Griffith University.
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ATAC Projects & Activities

Arakan Martial Arts with Corey Davies

James, Sean and Tyler taking a rest after

every Wednesday

punch-up by colleagues & Corey

Snake catcher takes care of the uninvited visitor

Red Back Belly snake had found a warm
spot basking in the sun

Mr. Craig Butler (a Board Director middle) and Mr.
A hive of activity at Bee Keeping session

Mitch from DGT Training with Dr Nand discussing

with Natasha & Jason Roebig at the KRANK

capacity & capability in building local workforce

workshop for students at ATAC sponsored by
Logan City Council
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MINI FARM PROJECT
“Growing food for the future to reduce food insecurity”

Mr. Nick Steiner (centre) Founder/CEO of the charitable

Ms. Stacey Martin (left) of City Studio Logan City Council

orgainsation, The Mini Farm Project Ltd. with the Head of

with Dr Nand, Jake Whittle, James Lye and Deputy

Department Agribusiness & Technologies, Mr. Jake Whittle

Principal Mrs. Kiri Griffiths of LSHS at “Give to Grow

(left), Livestock Manager Mr. James Lye (right) from

event”. LSHS is actively involved with LCC in broadening

Loganlea State High School.

the food base and Bushfoods.

Mrs Jenee Hong (Chair) and Paul Swinburne (treasurer) of
“Give to Grow” event at 7/3375 Pacific Highway Slacks

Rotary Beenleigh supporting the project “Grow to Give”.

Creek. A shed converted to a prestigious restaurant

Thanks for showing great interest in supporting food

supporting food production. Food and drinks provided by

production and in ATAC’s vision. You are most welcome to

the owner and well -wishers. The event raised $10,000 to

support any projects.

support 9 beds to grow food crops.
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Well-Wishers supporting ATAC and our students
They can be contacted via their websites.
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Open Enrolment ENROL
NOW - 2023

Limited Spaces
Unique Adjustable programs to get Jobs and/or
Apprenticeships. Build skills and earn & learn.

Complete QCE (Yr. 12),
Cert. II in a Trade (TAFE)
Cert. II in FSK20119
BSB40520 Cert IV in Leadership and Management
BSB50420 Diploma in Leadership and
Management

BSB50120 Diploma in Business
Contact us:
07 5547 8598 or 0432 036 537
E: enrolment@atac.qld.edu.au
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ATAC RTO #45556
Enrolment is now open for Online courses:
1. BSB40520 Cert. IV in Leadership &
Management
2. BSB50420 Diploma in Leadership &
Management
3. BSB50120 Diploma in Business
For more information please contact:
Email: enrolment@atac.qld.edu.au
rbehal@atac.qld.edu.au
Ph: 07 5547 8598
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